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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PORG, AORG, EWWT, IMCO, LY 

SUBJECT: IMCO CONFERENCE AT LONDON FEBRUARY 6-17 

REF: 77 STATE 296444 

1 . FOLLOWING THE OBLIGATORY INTERMEDIATION BY THE FOREIGN 
OFFICE, EMBASSY OFFICER CALLED JANUARY 1 1 ON MONIR SALEM, 
DIRECTOR GENERAL OF MARINE AND TECHNICAL DEPARTMENT, 
SECRETARIAT FOR MARITIME TRANSPORT, TO DISCUSS US PROPOSALS 
TO IMCO ON TANKER STANDARDS AND PREVENTION OF OIL 
POLLUTION OF SEAS. UNFORTUNATELY, MONIR SALEM HAD BEEN 
MISINFORMED BY FOREIGN OFFICE AS TO PURPOSE OF CALL AND 
DID NOT KNOW WHETHER HIS DEPARTMENT HAD RECEIVED IMCO 
DOCUMENTS CONTAINING AMERICAN PROPOSALS. HE PROMISED TO 
HAVE SOMEONE ON HIS STAFF REVIEW THE DOCUMENTS, IF THEY 
ARE AVAILABLE, AND TO INFORM EMBASSY OF LIBYAN REACTION. 

HE THOUGHT LIBYA WOULD PARTICIPATE IN THE FEBRUARY MEETING. 

2. MONIR SALEM IMPLIED THAT HIS MINISTRY WAS NOT ABLE 
TO GIVE THE ATTENTION TO IMCO MATTERS THAT IS 
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WARRANTED, DUE TO SHORTAGE OF QUALIFIED STAFF, AND SAID 
HE WOULD LIKE TO HIRE A COUPLE OF EXPATRIATE EXPERTS 
TO DEAL WITH IMCO MATTERS. WE ARE FORWARDING SEPTEL 
ON THIS SUBJECT AND WILL REPORT FURTHER IF WE ARE GIVEN 
REACTION TO AMERICAN PROPOSALS. 

BLUCKER 
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